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Hatsune Miku’s 10t “birthday”

Well, here we are into the second semester?. | might just be me, but the first semester went
past really quickly. We had the 130" anniversary assembly? for the school on Saturday. | know most
of you were not there, but I’'m sure you stopped what you were doing for a few seconds to think
about the long history of our school. We had several people visit from Elmira as well. I’'m sure Sara
Clara Smith would be surprised and happy to know that the relationship? she started 130 years ago is
still going strong. | hope the school can go for another 130 years.

This news is a little bit late. In fact, it
is a month late. Sorry. August 31% was the 10"
birthday of Hatsune Miku. Who is she?
Hatsune Miku is a singer. She is famous
around the world. She has millions of fans. She
has long, turquoise!’ pigtails'®. She is 16 years
old. She has always been 16 years old and she
always will be 16 years old. You see, she is not
a real person.

Something You Didn’t Know (Speech Synthesis®)
1. In 1791, a Hungarian® scientist produced® a model of the human larynx’. It had a mouth with a
tongue® and lips®. By using a bellows??, the scientist could make the model speak.
2. The first computer based speech synthesis system was invented in Japan in 1950.
3. Computers analyze!! the surrounding words and the frequency*? of words to guess whether read
should be “red” or “reed”. Or 1234 should be “one two three four”, “one thousand two hundred and
thirty four”, “twelve thirty four” or “twelve hundred and thirty four”.
4. \Voice synthesis has improved?® since the 1950s, but people can still tell a machine voice from!4 a
human voice. However, studies have shown that when the pitch®® of the voice is raised slightly® to
make it sound as though the person speaking is smiling, it becomes a lot more difficult to tell which
is the machine voice.

Last Week’s Answers

WHERE 13 TE PRISONER HIDING? .. '

Hatsune Miku is a CGI*® character.
She sings using Yamaha’s Vocaloid 2
software. The first Vocaloid software tried to
replicate?® a human voice. It was good, but
didn’t sound very natural. The second
version of the software sampled®! a real
person’s voice. Using that, the programmers
can make Miku sing anything that they want.
Her voice is sampled from voice actress Saki
‘™= VOCALOID Fujita.

Miku may not be real, but she gives
live concerts on stage. A screen is placed in the
middle of the stage and Miku is projected??
onto that. She sings and dances just like a real
person. Her name is written as #J3& X 7 in
Japanese. The characters mean #J (first) &
(sound) X 7 (future). There are many other
characters like Miku now, but she was the first
and is still the most popular.

Announcements

The opening ceremony is on
Tuesday. We have the emergency
drill as well. We have another
holiday Monday next week.

That is it.
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Hello everyone! Autumn is herel | really enjoy the crisp!, cool weather. | also enjoy eating
warm, hearty? dishes, such as nabe. How about you? | hope everyone had a great autumn

break, and is ready to face the second semester with full force. Let’s do this! - Krystal

* Teacher Interview i\(

Q: What subject and which classes do you teach?
A: |l teach Japanese to 4C, 6A, 6C, 6D, and 6E.

Q: What do you do in your free time?

A: |l read books or exercise.

Q: What is your special skill2

A: |l can use the naginata. I've been practicing since | was 3 years old.
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A samurai holding
a naginata

Q: What is your favorite thing about autumn?@

A: | like the changing colors of the autumn leaves. The scenery is very beautiful.

Colin Kaepernick is an American football player. He was born on
November 3, 1987 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. His mother was a single
tfeenager, so she put him up for adoption’. He was adopted by a couple
who already had two kids, and the family moved to California when he
was 4 years old. He started playing football, baseball, and basketball in
elementary school. He excelled® in all three sports and got perfect
grades in high school. He was drafted? by the Chicago Cubs, a major
league baseball feam, but he refused because his dream was to play
football. He signed with the football team, the San Francisco 4%ers, in
2011. His position is quarterback, which is the leader of the team. His
team won the Super Bowl in 2013. Recently, Colin is known as a civil rights
activist1o, Starting in 2016, he has been kneeling'' during the American
natfional anthem’2 at football games to protest!s police brutality# against
African Americans’'s. This has caused much controversy!é. No team has
offered him a contract this season, and even President Trump has
attacked him on Twitter. However, many football players have joined

Colin. He has been compared to Martin Luther King Jr. for his peaceful

Q: If you could change one thing about yourself, what would you change?

A: I want to grow 10 cm taller.

Q: What advice do you have for Hokusei students?

A: Please read lofs of books! %

i\( Homsgoyes*

ETHAN'-HAWKE UMA THURMAN JUDE LAW

AL

@y Mo

Gaftaca
Gattaca is an American science fiction film. It fakes place in the not
too distant future, where children are conceived? by genetic
engineering#4 to get the best genes® from their parents. However, the
main character, Vincent, was conceived naturally, so he struggles
with discriminations. His dream is to travel to space, but only people
who pass DNA tests can do it. Will Vincent be able to hide his DNA

and go to space? Watch Gattaca to find out!

Aries T

Don’'t let your imagination take you

March 21-April 19

away this week. Stay real.

[
Cancer ~°

You're feeling indecisive'® this week.

June 21-July 22

Follow your heart.

Libra =

You will go on an adventure with

Sept 23-Oct 22

your friends this week.

Capricorn ™ pec 22-jan 19

Difficult times this week will make you

stronger.

Taurus O April 20-May 20

Keep a positive outlook this week.
Ignore the haters!’.

Leo & July 23-Aug 22
Try to keep a good balance of study
and play this week.

Scorpio ™ oct23-Nov 21

Be patient!?. Don't rush? anything
this week.

Aquarius £ jan 20-Feb 18

Watch what you say this week. You
might cause problems.

Gemini T

Love is in the air. This week is a good

May 21-June 20

week forromance.

Virgo ™ aug 23-Sept 22
Appreciate all the good things in
your life this week.

Sagittarius ¥ Nov22-Dec 21

Don't make any big decisions this
week. You're not ready.

Pisces 3¢ Freb 19-March 20

Don't overthink?! anything this week.
Read the vibes?2 of the situation.
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