EDITION Rlews
Pollution Red Alert in Beijing

19.260 Last week, a red alert™ was issued™ '

12/14/2015 (#29 this year) in Beijing. There are many colors of alert but

: : red is the highest. The government®® closed
I can’t believe all of the snow melted®. The roads are clear?. | was able to use my bicycle 9 9
, . i i schools, told people not to go to work and
last week, although, please don’t tell Mr. Komoro because | think he worries about me. I wonder if 1
. : . . . limited™" the number of cars that could use the
we are going to have a white Christmas. One of the things I love about Hokkaido is that we are pretty . g
3 4 . . roads. Why? Because of pollution™. The
much® guaranteed” a white Christmas. In England, where 1 come from, we get one, maybe, once . . )
. . s 6 . pollution has been getting worse in Beijing
every ten to fifteen years. In fact, it is so unlikely” that people bet money on” it every year. In

. . . for a while now but last week it reached its
England the song should be, “I’m dreaming of a dark, grey and rainy Christmas.” _ Wi _W y week ' ]
highest levels in years. Beijing has had a problem with

pollution for a long time but this weekend
smog'® levels in some areas were forty
times higher than safe levels. The word
smog was invented® by Dr. Henry Antoine
Des Voeux in England, 1905, and it is a
combination” of the words smoke? and
fog?. The smog in China is mostly caused
by coal fired power plants®*.

Something You Didn’t Know (Beijing)

1. Beijing is the capital city’ of China but it is not the largest city. The population is 11 million
people but the population of Shanghai is 14 million.

2. Beijing JExE, used to only be the capital of North China. “Bei” is north and “Jing” capital. The
capital of southern China was Nanjing, Fi5{, “Nan” is obviously® south.

3. 11% of people in Beijing have the surname® Wang. It is written as “=” and means king.

4. In English we say Beijing and Peking for the city. Beijing is the Mandarin®® word for the city.
Peking is the name used in the dialects' spoken in the southern ports' of China. This is the
older of the names used in English because Europeans™ visited the south first.

5. Beijing became the capital city of China on October 1%, 1949. The problem has been getting worse
m— - TR T Last Week’s Answers recently?® and pollution in China is said to be

causing®® 4,000 deaths every day. At the
recent COP 21" meeting in Paris, China
promised to try to do something about the
pollution. This is necessary®®, not just for the
people of China but for the world.
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Announcements
Hallelujah on Monday. Il and Il GTEC
on Tuesday, 1 and 2. Christmas

preparation in the afternoon Wednesday,

— - Thursday and Friday.
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