This news was going to concentrate’
on the death'® of David Bowie last week. He is
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a legend®® and his death was a great shock?.
But then, as | was typing, Alan Rickman died,
and he is one of my favorite actors so | need
to?! write about him as well. This was a very

Hey, welcome back. Did you have a good vacation? Mine was eventful. | am very excited
about the New Year and I'm looking forward to seeing all of you again. 2016 is going to be an
amazing? year. You are all going to do and try so many new things and | hope you are excited too. It

is also a leap year®. That means the year is divisible by 4* and February will have 29 days instead of® ) )
sad week. I'm hoping that you will have all

heard of David Bowie but | am certain? you

28. Do any of you have a birthday on the 29" of February? If you do, come and see me on that day

and I’ll buy you an ice cream! Have a wonderful year.

will know Alan Rickman. David Bowie died at the age of 69,

' last week. He was a singer and he was
hugely successful®® in every decade?®* since
the 1960s. He constantly®® reinvented
himself®, He was loved by many
generations?” and his music will live on long
after him. If you have never heard of him,
then please, do yourself a favor? and spend
thirty minutes on youtube.

Something You Didn’t Know (L eap Years)
1. Aleap year is necessary® because it takes 365.2422 days for the Earth to orbit the sun’. If we didn’t
have a leap year our days would slowly go out of sync® with the seasons®.
2. Before Julius Caesar'” the year was 355 days long and there was an extra 22 day month once every

two years. This didn’t work and festivals (like our Christmas) ended up*! in the wrong seasons.
Caesar told his astronomer*?, Sosigenes, to fix*? it, and he invented'* our current® system.

3. We know that if a year is divisible by 4 it is a leap year, but that isn’t completely®® true. A year is
365.2422 days, not 365.25. That means even a leap year system goes out of sync. So, we need to
lose 3 leap year days every 400 years. If a year is divisible by 100 but not by 400, then it is not a

leap year. For example, 2000 is but 1900, 1800 and 1700 are not. Alan Rickman also died at the age of
29
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