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Sapporo Snow Festival

9. 266 Last week the 67" snow festival
finished in Sapporo. Did you go and see it?
Over 2 million people came from all over the
world to look at the sculptures® and some of
them participated® in an international** snow
sculpture competition®®. The sculptures were
amazing, as they always are, and the festival

2/15/2016 (#35 this year)
Well, how has your week been? It was nice having a holiday in the middle of the week. It
gives us a chance to relax. Although®, for most of the day I thought Friday was Monday. | had my
first English lecture’ on Wednesday. There were a few technical® glitches* but 8 people came and |
was so happy! Next week, I’m going to talk about the Fibonacci Sequence® so, if you are interested,
please come along. The place is going to change to meeting room one so hopefully® people can bring
their lunch along as well. Learn something while you eat!

was a lot of fun. My daughter didn’t enjoy it
as much as I did, though.

The sculptures are mostly?® made
by the Japanese self-defense forces®. This
year not enough snow had fallen so many
tons of snow had to be brought into the city
by truck. The weather was also fairly*’
warm so some of the sculptures had started
to melt?®. Maybe they should build a giant
refrigerator®® to go over the whole of Odori
to keep everything cold.

Something You Didn’t Know (Snow)
1. The most snow that fell” in 24 hours was 198cm and it landed on Mile 47 Camp, Alaska in 1963.
2. The most snow in a year was 29m at Mount Baker Ski Area, Washington in 1998.
It is said that no two snowflakes are the same. A snowflake is made up of 10 water molecules®,
so it is very unlikely® that two will form® in the same way. However, in 1988, a scientist
studying snowflakes under a microscope®* found two that were identical*?!
4. 1gloos®, which are made of snow, can be 90% warmer inside than it is outside. Snow is used
because it contains** lots of air'® and is an insulator'®. The shape also means that as the snow
ages and compresses®’ it will not fall in. Many animals dig a snow cave®® in the wild'® to
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hibernate®® because of its insulating properties®. If you are stuck in the wild, you should do it. Some famous people performed® on .
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lesson four on Thursday and Friday.

Monday is also a holiday.




