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Shoten reaches 50th anniversary

I have been thinking. | know that is dangerous and | should try not to think too much, but |
have. There is a lot of trash around our school. Not just around our school, there is a lot of trash in
general® around the city. I think we should do something about it. I am going to try to make a
volunteer? trash collection® group in school. Me and a few students, one Saturday every month, two
hours in the morning, litter pickers* and trash bags, clean up around school. What do you think? A

good idea? I wonder if anyone will join me. I’'m going to start the ball rolling®.

The Japanese TV show shoten
reached its 50th year last week. It has been
broadcast continuously?? on NHK since 15th
May 1966 and is a regular feature?® of Sunday
evening television. The show features six
rakugo storytellers, a host and someone to
carry cushions?*. The host introduces an idea
or a topic and the storytellers think of
something witty?® to say in response?® to it.

Something You Didn’t Know (Rakugo)

1. Rakugo (fallen words) is a type of comedy where a single storyteller® sits on stage with only a
paper fan” and a small cloth®. He tells a long, comedic story, doing all of the voices and gestures

without standing up from a kneeling position®.

2. Rakugo was invented!® by Buddhist monks!! in the 9" century to make their sermons'? more

interesting. They wanted a way to make people listen to them and pass on their stories.
The stories are usually long and they always end with a funny punchline®?,

There are 12 recognized* ways of delivering'® the final punchline.

Over 2,500 episodes of Shoten have been broadcast?®.

The host, Katsura Utamura started on the show in 1969. He has been there for 47 years!
It is free to go and watch Shaten but it may be crowded.

N o o ko

They raise their hands to speak
and the host calls on them. If their answer
is funny they are rewarded?” with a
cushion. If their answer is not funny they
have a cushion taken away. The funniness
of each answer is decided by the audience’s
reaction or by the host. If a comedian
manages to get ten cushions they can win a
prize. This is very rare?®,

Last Week’s Answers

Riddle'

There are four bottles of tablets'®. Each bottle has
100 tablets. In one bottle all of the tablets are
poisoned™. The good tablets weigh?® 1g each. The
poisoned tablets weigh 1.1g each. You have a set
of scales? but you can only use them once. How do
you find out which bottle of tablets are poisoned?
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The host, Katsura Utamaru, is 79
years old and he will retire?® at the end of this
season. There is a lot of speculation®® about
who will replace3! him. The host has the
ultimate® power and he can confiscate?? all of
someone’s cushions if he thinks that they are
being rude3* to him. This happens quite often
and in one show he took away everyone’s
cushions. He has been a major feature of the
show so | wonder who can replace him.
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JHS | have demo classes on Wednesday.

There is an Elmira explanation on Friday.
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and a lot of teachers have gone with them.

Good luck everyone!




