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Ritsumeikan University Professors Win Ig Nobel Prize

Last week was fun. | got so confused! though. | thought every day was Monday! And this
week is going to throw me off? even more. On Tuesday we’ve got sports day. That’s going to be a lot
of fun. Up there in the mountains, running around the track, getting mildly® sunburned?, talking to
students, watching Joe raking® the sandpit®. It’ll be a good day. Then Thursday has cleaning and long
home room, before Friday is another holiday! My students said, “another holiday!” And | said, “well,
you can come to school if you want!” What do you think?

Last week, Atsuki Higashiyama and
Kohei  Adachi, both professors® at
Ritsumeikan University, won the Ig Nobel
prize for Perception??. They proved
“Perceived?® size and perceived distance of
targets viewed from between the legs:
Evidence for proprioceptive?* theory?®.”
Basically?5, they say that if you look from
between your legs, things look closer.

Something You Didn’t Know (Ig Nobel)
1. The name is a play on words®. Ignoble® means something that is not honorable®® or good.
2. The prize was started in 1991 by Marc Abrahams.
3. The prizes and a number of the people who appear on stage are genuine!! Nobel laureates'?.

only get about 1 million! Unfortunately*#, the 100 trillion dollars is
from Zimbabwe®® and is worth'® about 500 yen!

5. The winners have 60 seconds to say “thank you”, and, if they are Z
too long, a small girl shouts out, “I’m bored!” R e
6. Andrei Geim is the only person to win both a Nobel prize and an Ig Nobel prize. He won the
Nobel prize for his work on graphene!” and the Ig Nobel for levitating'® a frog with magnets.

The other prizes went to, among
others?’, a man who made prosthetic?® legs
and lived with goats. Someone who
analyzed?® the personalities of rocks. A
man who tested the effect of wearing
polyester®® on the sex life of rats. A team
who discovered that if the left side of your
body itches® and you look in a mirror and
scratch you right side it stops itching.

Can you remove 9 matches so no square of any size is left?
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The ceremony was started as a joke,

but has since become extremely®? famous and .

. ey e The Ig'Nobel Prizes
popular. The winners might not receive the
same recognition® among their peers® as the honor research
Nobel laureates, but the science behind their | that first make
discoveries can have real word applications® people laugh
and can solve some quite serious problems. :

and then make 4
Only one person has been lucky enough to

win both a Nobel prize and an Ig Nobel prize. them think w

I wonder which they treasure most.
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Announcements
a = = - ™ Monday and Wednesday are regular!®
school. Tuesday is sports day at
Maruyama stadium. Thurs is ceremony 1,
1 ® | | ® ®" emergency drill?® 2, LHR 3 and 4.
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