First Plane With No Moving Parts Makes Flight
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1. The Wright brothers flew the first airplane in 1903 for 40m. Today, the newest Boeing 787 can
fly 16,000km on a single tank of fuel. Around the world, about 10 million people fly every day.
2. The world’s fastest airplane is the Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird, flying at 3,529 km/h. A
commercial passenger jet® travels at about 900km/h.
3. The longest non-stop flight is Auckland to Qatar. It is 14,534km and takes 18 hours! The
shortest flight is between two islands off the coast of Scotland. It is 2.7km and takes 53 seconds!
4. A 747 can actually travel quite far with no engines. A 747 has a glide ratio* of 17:1. That means
it can glide 17km forward for every 1km in height. From the average flying altitude® of
10,000m, it could safely glide for 170km. This has saved people’s lives.

It has a series of parallel electrodes®
that produce an enormous voltage. It is
+20,000 volts at the front of the plane and -
20,000 volts at the back of the plane. This high
voltage at the front of the plane supercharges
the air and splits the negatively charged
nitrogen molecules, called ions. These ions
move from the positive charge at the front of
the plane to the negative charge!® at the back
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English News Page 2 Where did it come from?

Where did superglue come from?¢ If you are
like me, then you have probably glued all of
your fingers together numerous times. Have
you ever wondered how that superglue was
invented? Well, it came about during World
War 2. In 1942, a group of scientists were trying
to create a new way to make clear plastic gun
sights?. One of their attempts® produced a
mixture that stuck to everything it came into
contact with. This was no use to the war, so
they abandoned* it. However, in 1951, Harry
Coover jr was working for Kodak and he
realized that the mixture they had discovered
would be an excellent glue. The first superglue
was released in 1958 and | stuck my fingers to a
shelf with it about 60 years later. | got so much
glue on my fingers | couldn’t use my phone.

An Interesting Sport

Competitive Worm Charming
This might be the strangest sport | have found so far. | don’t know how | am going to top it°. In

World Records

Have you ever tried to hold your
breathe I'm sure you have. Can you get
past a minute? | can go 90 seconds!! If
people get to two minutes it’s impressive.
Aleix Segura has the current world record
for breath holding. His record is 24 minutes
and 3 seconds. I'm sorry but I'm going to
say that again. He held his breath for 24
minutes and 3 seconds!!!l That is half the
length of a class. Next time you are bored in
your English class, try it. Look at the clock.
Take a deep breath. Hold it. And don't
breath again for 24 minutes. Good luck.

competitive® worm’ charming®, each player gets a piece of ground and they have to try to
get as many worms out of it as they can. They can use any method that they want, except
for digging, to get the worms out and the person with the most worms at the end wins. The

most common method seems to be tapping the ground rhythmically®. You should try.

All you've got to do is decide to go
and the hardest part is over.
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