Saturn’s Rings Younger Than Expected
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1. Saturnis a gas giant. That means it is a spinning ball of gas. In the center of the planet, where
the pressure is the greatest, the hydrogen? that the planet is mostly made of could become
metallic hydrogen and it is possible that the planet has a rock core, but it’s impossible to tell.

Cassini was launched 20 years ago
and it has been flying steadily’. It finally
reached Saturn, which is 1.2 billion KM from
Earth, a few weeks ago and has been diving
through the rings. It will finish its mission in
April and will take a suicide dive into Saturn’s

2. Saturn has 62 moons. Some of them have collided® in the past and made the famous rings.

3. Saturn spins very quickly and a day only lasts 10 hours and 32 minutes.
Most of Saturn’s rings are only about 10m thick. They stretch out over 120,000km from the planet.
That is about half the distance from Earth to the Moon.

5. Saturnis very windy, just like Jupiter. Some of the winds can reach up to 2,000km/h. The strongest
winds every registered on Earth were 408km/h.

atmosphere. When it travelled through the
rings, which are made of ice, dust and small

rocks, the probe discovered that they were far
younger than previously thought.

Last Week’s Answers

The scientists worked out the mass®
of the rings and they worked out how much of
the rings was falling to the planet each year.
From that, they could calculate how old the
rings were. They calculated that they are only
100 million years old. That means Saturn has
spent 4.9 billion years without rings. That
means, if the dinosaurs had been able to use a
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* English News Page 2 * 5.7 Where did it come '

| have a chocolate chip cookie in my bag. |
bought it from 7-11 this morning. It is my snack
for after | finish making this English News. Now,
you probably wouldn’t think of the chocolate
chip cookie as being invented, but it was.
There was a fime when people could only eat
cookies. Without chocolate chips. The poor
unfortunate® people. Then, in 1930, Ruth
Wakefield invented the chocolate chip
cookie. She wanted to make chocolate
cookies, but she didn’'t have any baker’s
chocolate?. She broke sweetened chocolate
up into small pieces and dropped it into the
dough, expecting it to melt, but it didn’'t. What
it did is stay there, like little pieces of Heaven.
So, next time you bite into a chocolate chip
cookie, stop and think of Ruth Wakefield.

* An Interesting Sport

Snail Racing
When | first read “snail racing”, | had an image of people sitting on giant snails. That's not

World Records

Do many of you dream of getting
married? I'm sure many people do. Well,
Glynn Wolfe married 29 times before he
died in 1999. His shortest marriage was only
19 days and his longest lasted for 11 years.
From his 29 wives he had 40 children. Some
people might think that the more wives and
the more children you have the happier you
will be, but | don't think this was true in his
case. When he died at the age of 89, not
one of his wives and only one of his 40
children attended his funeral'. Nobody
claimed his body?. That's quite sad.

right, though. Races started hundreds of years ago in France. Snails are placed in the center
of a circular wheel, about Tm across. The first snail fo reach the edge wins. Fast races can be
over in an hour, but sometimes they can last a whole day. People tend to eat and drink while

watching the match. As it is France, presumably®, the loser are all eaten. Ha ha.

Have no fear of §
perfection. You’ll

never reach it.
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