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We are into the second semester! of the year. Did you have a good three day
weekend? Did you go anywhere nice? | went to the Autumn Festival in Odori Park.
There was a lot of nice food, but it was quite expensive. They closed each section
because of the Corona Virus and only a limited number of people were allowed in. |
wonder when things will start going back to normal. | am from the UK, and they have
stopped doing anything about the Corona Virus there. | wonder when Japan will start
doing that. | hope the first thing they get rid of? is masks. It is really hard teaching
when you can’t see students’ faces. What do you think?
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Something interesting about a throw-away society>:
1. The expression* “throwaway living” was invented in 1955.
2. In 1906, the average person threw away 42 kg of packaging and old products a
year. In 2005, it was 565 kg per person per year.
3. 32% of all waste is made up of containers and packaging.
4. Electronic waste® is becoming a huge problem.
5. Japan throws away 650,000 tons of electronic waste every year. That is about 500
kg per person. Japan is the 3™ worst country, after America and China. Most of the
waste is exported® to other countries

You Can Fix Your Own Apple 14

The new iPhone 14 was released two weeks ago. It has many new
features’ and a few changes, but the biggest change is that you can repair it
yourself. There are two screws?® that hold on the screen and the back of the
phone. They are easy to remove and anybody can take their phone apart. The
internal components® can also be taken out and Apple has started selling
replacement parts?®. Up to now, if your iPhone broke, you had to take it to an
Apple shop and pay a lot of money to get it fixed. If the screen was cracked, a
new screen was very
expensive and only
Apple employees
could fit it. The same
with the battery. This

has all changed
because of the Right
to Repairl?

movement. This is a
group that has grown
in size recently. They
believe that
companies should

make products that people can fix themselves. A lot of companies, especially
Apple, do something called planned obsolescence!?. That means they build

. R products that go out of date and the customer
~1

will have no choice but to throw them away and
buy a new one. This is good for the company
because they make a lot of profit3, but it is bad
for the customer because new products are very
expensive, and it is bad for the environment
because people throw away too many things. The
goal of everyone on Earth should be
sustainability!®. One way to do that is to fix
devices so that we can use them for longer. We
have to stop being a throw-away society.
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Can you hula hoop? We have one at home, but | can only do two spins with it before
it falls on the floor and | trip over! it. There is no way | could break this world record.
Jenny Doan from Chicago, America, hula hooped for 100 hours! She spent months
training for the record and she hula hooped for 50 hours every weekend. During the

TR

World record

record attempt, she was allowed to take a short break every hour to use the toilet and
eat. She saved up some of her breaks so she could get a little bit of sleep. She managed
to reach 100 hours and ﬁ' /4 :
she raised $4,890 for :

charity?! After she had
3

finished, she had bruises
and cuts on her waist from
the hula hoop. She loves
fitness and endurance®
events. She cycled across
Canada from Vancouver to
Montreal when she was
young. | wonder what she

will try next.

Strive: not to be a success,

but rather be of value..
-Albert Einstein

A capital city — Accra, capital city of Ghana

Let’s look at Accra this week. Accra is the capital city of Ghana, which is
a country on the west side of north Africa. The name Accra comes from the
Akan word Nkran, which means ants. This is because there are many large

- anthills? in the

o countryside around
| Accra. Europeans

couldn’t pronounce

. Nkran, so they renamed
2 it Accra. Accra was the
home of the Akan
people and it was not a

: £ e il very large town. In the
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17t century, European countries colonized® most of Africa. Portugal, France,

Denmark, and Britain fought over the area that is Ghana now. Britain finally
won and named the area “the Gold Coast”. They made Accra the capital city.
The enforced segregation® between Europeans and Africans. Ghana gained
independence from Britain in 1957 and the President, Kwame Nkrumah
decided to rebuild Accra as a city for all the people. Accra is very close to the
equator??, so its temperature doesn’t vary!! much through the year. Every
month is 27 to 35C. It has a warm, humid climate. Accra has a rapidly
growing population and

a pollution!? problem at

the moment. It is also

difficult to supply the
city with clean water.
Hopefully the
government will find a
solution.
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